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Will Cox’s Bazar alone be able to bear the burden of Rohingya Refugees?
We Demand Localization and Accountability

in Rohingya Relief Works

A. Cox’s Bazar CSOs-NGOs Forum

We the NGOs i.e. CSOs working in Cox’s Bazar
have formed this forum from 5 meetings since last
September. Our basic objectives are 1) To ensure
coordination among us, 2) To strengthen such a
Civil Society in Cox’s Bazar that will assist in human
rights and justice, and 3) Uphold the localization and
accountability. We consider the current Rohingya
refugee problem as an extreme, complex and
transitory problem for the people of this district.

For that reason, we are arranging this press conference.
Hopefully everyone, including the government, United
Nations agencies and the NGOs, can understand the
importance of the topics we present.

B. Demographic balance is under threat,
Rohingya refugees should be relocated to other
part of the country ensuring theire basic needs

Cox’s Bazar district has a population of about 27 lakhs.
The population of Ukhia and Teknaf is around 4,71,768
(Ukhiya: 2,7,379 and Teknaf: 264389, [source: Bangladesh
Statistical Bureau 2013]). Meanwhile, the number of
Rohingya refugees has reached almost 6 lakhs. That is, the
amount of population in the district has increased by 26%
to 33 lakhs. It is estimated that the number of Rohingya
refugees going to be 10 lakhs by December 2017. That
means the population of the district will be approximately
37 lakhs. That is 61.6% more than the previous population,
and thus it will become the most densely populated district

Population | Bangladesh Cox’s Bazar

(Year Wise) Total Population = Population Total Population = Population
per KM? per KM?

2011 14,97,72,364 1016 22,89,990 919

2017 17,00,00,000 1153 33,00,000 1325

2011 to 2017 13.5% 44.1%

rate of Increase

of Bangladesh. See an analysis table on this:

The population density was 1016 per square kilometer.
Besides, Cox’s Bazar population was 22 lakh 89 thousand
990 in 2011. And 919 people lived in every square
kilometer.

Population of Bangladesh
increased by 13.5% per square
kilometer, but in Cox’s Bazar the
population would increase to
44.1%.

In 2017, the total population of
Bangladesh will be around 17 crore,

of which 1153 will live in every square
kilometer. (Population and Housing 2011)

In 2017, the total population of
Bangladesh will be around 17 crore,

of which 1152 will live in every square
kilometer. In 2017, Cox’s Bazar population
will be around 37 lakh, and 1485 people
will live in every square kilometer. It is
relatively evident that at this time, the
population of Bangladesh increased by
13.5% per square kilometer, but in Cox’s
Bazar the population would increase to
61.6%. (http://populationof2017.com/
population-of-bangladesh-2017.html)

In the meantime, Rohingya refugees have
spread to the cities of Cox’s Bazar, both
the two sides of the Marine Drive and
other upazilas of the district. The Mayor of
the city said that the number of Rohingya
people in the city may be 50-70 thousand.
Inter Sectoral Coordination Group (ISCG)
said, about 100,000 Rohingya refugees
have taken shelter outside the camps.



Price of essential items in Cox’s
Bazar city is increased. The water
level has dropped to more down.
About 4000 acres of forest has
become depleted. According to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee,
environmental damage is so far
approximately 150 crore taka, in
actual term it can be about 400
crore taka.

education in the last four decades. Their children
did not get any vaccinations. Their health behavior
is not adequate. Myanmar is one of the countries
in the world where the number of AIDS sufferers

is very high, it is 8 in every thousand. Since
deforestation is shrinking the roads recognized

for elephants, the elephants have already started
killing people. Our proposals for government and
UN organizations who are engaged in relief works:

That does not seem to be real case. It is a threat
to the people of Cox’s Bazar and Marine Drive
tourism.So, our proposals are as follows:

1. Fulfilling their basic needs, the Rohingya
Refugees have to move to other districts of
Bangladesh.

2. Immediately, Rohingya refugees living on
the sides of the marine drive, inside the city,

especially the mountain spaces, must be

identified and they have to be returned to the 6. Quick research has to be done to identify the
camps. short term and long term loss of the natural
3. Considering safety and balance issues resources, economics, health and tourism of
Rohingya refugees must be be kept in 5/6 Cox’s Bazar. Based on the research findings,
camps instead of 2/3 camps. a long-term plan should be announced, so that
4. Temporary Structure Based Shelters must be people of Cox’s Bazar are assured before the
built since the present Tent Based Shelters announcement of the next year budget.
have risk of health and high temperature. The 7. The Rohingya refugees will have to be taken
type of tents they currently have is a threat to other places from the place of elephant
during rain and storm storms. It should be noted movements immediately.
that last year Cox’s Bazar experienced the 8. The standard of the government hospitals in
second highest rainfall. Ukhiya, Teknaf and Cox’s Bazar Sadar will have
to be improved. The Ukhia Sadar Hospital has
C. Local usual lives are under Threat: We to be converted to a 250-bed hospital.
demand recovery of nature, economy and 9. For every project UN and non-governmental
environment. organizations must allocate minimum 20% of
total allocation for the local community.
Already the price of essential items in Cox’s Bazar 10. There were restriction for NGOs in taking

city, including Ukhia Teknaf, is increased. The water
level has dropped to more down. About 4000 acres
of forest has become depleted. According to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee, environmental
damage is so far approximately 150 crore taka,

in actual term it can be about 400 crore taka. The
Rohingya communities are denied health and

development projects in Cox’s Bazar due to the
issue of Refugees and others, these restrictions
must be relaxed. It is to be noted that Cox’s
Bazar district is lagging behind compared to
many other districts on various development
indicators. Development organizations work
with the issue of human rights, social justice









concerns to stop such “display competition” and to pay
attention to the original work.

G. Follow the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) to ensure child care and their
rehabilitation.

We are expressing our concern knowing various types

of news that a separate house will be arranged for the
children who have lost their parents. Our opinion, in this
regard, children should be kept in touch with their families.
In this case, we will request the government and all
concerned to follow the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

We hope to make more changes and
revisions based on the above-mentioned
positions or demands, on a timely,
mutated and opinion basis.We are
expressing our concern knowing various
types of news that a separate house will
be arranged for the children who have lost
their parents. Our opinion, in this regard,
children should be kept in touch with their
families. In this case, we will request the
government and all concerned to follow
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

We hope to make more changes and revisions in this position in time

based on demands and opinion.

Participating Organizations
Pulse, Help Cox’s Bazar, Agraojatra, Jalalabad Foundation, POPI, ANANDA, BAS-
TOB, Nongar, Multi Cox’s Bazar, YPSA, ISDI, Asa, COAST Trust.

Secretariat

COAST Trust, Cox’s Bazar Management and Training Centre: 75 Light House Road, Kolatoli, Cox’s Bazar.
Phone: 03641-63186. Contact Person: Mogbul Ahmmed, cell: 01713328828, email: mogbul.coast@gmail.com
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