
Sumaiya Akhter was protected from child marriage  

Sumaiya Akhter (13) is a member of Basanti Kishori 
Kishori Club, Ward 9, Farasganj Union of Lalmohan 
Upazila. She is a 6th class student of Azaharuddin School 
and College. Her father Siraj is a day laborer and her 
mother Nur Nahar is a housewife.  Her father could not 
do much work for a long time due to illness. The school 
was closed because of COVID, so Sumaiya's father 
thought of marrying her and started looking for a 
husband for Sumaiya. Sumaiya did not agree to this 
marriage. She talked to her father and mother, but 
Sumaiya's father is adamant about his decision. Sumaiya 
informed Fahima Begum, an activist of COAST Lalmohan 
Upazila, in collaboration with the club's pair leader.  

Fahima goes to Sumaiya’s house and talks to her parents 
and other family members. Highlights the harmful 
aspects of child marriage. "If you marry Sumaiya before 
the age of 18, you will be punished," he added. He told 
them about the law of child marriage. Fahima Begum 
informed the matter to other stakeholders and local 
members. They also informed Sumaiya's father about 
the marriage and promised to cooperate with Sumaiya's 
education.  

Sumaiya's father finally admits in front of everyone that 
he will not marry Sumaiya before the age of 18 and will 
try to continue Sumaiya's study. 

Contact: 
COAST  Foundation  
APC Program, Bhola center, Circuit House Road, Char Noabad, Bhola 
Sadar, Bhola. Phone -  01713-328804  
Email: mizanur@coastbd.net  

 

Since 2020, a project called "Accelerating Protection for Children and Adolescent Program in Bhola" is being implemented in 
Bhola district in the light of the Government of Bangladesh's commitment and program to prevent child marriage. UNICEF 
Bangladesh and the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs are providing financial and technical assistance and the COAST 
Foundation is implementing the program. These activities are being implemented in four upazilas of Bhola district (Bhola Sadar, 
Lalmohan, Charfashion and Monpura). 

Fahima talks to Sumaiya's family.   Pic: Taksiba, PL 

Panna Akhter is dreaming of a new day 
 

 

 
Panna is an adolescent club member from Ward 9, 
Charshamia Union of Bhola Sadar Upazila. They are three 
brothers and two sisters. Her father Farid Hosain is a 
farmer and her mother, Kadiza Aktar, is a housewife.  
Invited by her mate once she came to the Ganar Alo 
adolescent out of her curiosity as many come to observe 
club activities. Since the educational institutions were 
closed due to the COVID 19 pandemic she started coming to 
the club regularly. She came to familiar with adolescent 
nutrition, menstrual period management, life skills, the 
evils of child marriage, etc. She also came to know that to 
empower the adolescent there would have supplied 
support. Since she knew how to tailor she discussed it with 
the Local Program Officer, Md. Younos, of the project. By 
the endeavor of the Program Officer, her expertise came to 
the eyesight of the program focal and was recommended 
to support a sewing machine. Now she is a trainer of 10 
adolescents among the club members and 4 from the 
communities. Her target is to tech those three months.  
 

At the same time, she collects some orders and earns from 
them. From her statement, she earned about BDT 1500 by 
last month. The club has been given chess, ludo, carom 
boards. The club used to sit one day a week ago. Now 
members come every day. We discuss various topics as well 
as sports. We have 10 adolescents in our club who help us 
with various things. Many times before, when we went 
somewhere, different boys would make different comments 
at the corner of the road. The boys of our club have solved 
this problem. "Everyone in our area knows us," says Panna. 
Many of our mothers listen to our discussions during our 
discussions. We have 3 clubs in our union. It would have 
been better if there was one club in each ward. 
 

She is happy as she can contribute to the family decision 
and her parents also happy as their sibling is doing different 
from other girls of the community.  

Panna Akhter is sewing clothes. Pic: Mizan 


